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BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
 
 
 

Regular Scheduled Meeting - Minutes 
Thursday, January 14, 2021 – 6:00 PM 

Members Present 
Steve Fuchs – Chairman 
Tim Cashion – Vice-Chairman 
Jeffery White 
Stanley Friedman 
Wali Saleem – Alternate 
 

Members Not Present 
Richard McDonald 

Mitchell St. Clair - Alternate 
 

Others Present 
Mike Dail, Director, Community and Cultural Services 

Glen Moore, Planner Administrator 
Dawn Maye, Administrative Support Specialist 

 

DUE TO COVID-19 MEETING WAS CONDUCTED VIA WEBEX. 
 

I. Opening of the meeting 

1. Chairman Steve Fuchs, welcomed everyone who is participating at the January 14, 
2021 meeting. 

2. Chairman Fuchs, recognized new member Wali Saleem as an alternate member. 

3. Chairman Fuchs, explained to the participants that the Board of Adjustment is a Quasi-
Judicial Board and decisions are based on facts and data.  Decisions are not based on 
opinions’ or feelings.  Everyone will be sworn in before giving testimony. 

II. Invocation 

1. A moment of silence was taken. 

III. Roll Call 

1. A silent roll call was taken by staff.  Richard McDonald was present at the beginning of 
the meeting.  All members were present with the exception Mitchell St. Clair 

2. Mr. McDonald had problems staying connected and was not able to vote on all 
request. 

3. Chairman Fuchs, clarified that Mr. Saleem is an alternate and would be able to 
participate in the meeting, but would not be able to vote. 

IV. Old Business 

1. None. 

V. New Business 

1. A Special Use Permit request has been made by Buttersmith Holdings, LLC to 
construct 2 residential duplexes at 1000 N. Respess Street.  Parcel Numbers: 5676-
91-6692, 5676-91-6578, & 5676-91-6545. 

o Christopher Smith, representing Buttersmith Holdings, LLC, was sworn in. 
Chairman Steve Fuchs. 
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o Mr. Chris Smith, acquired the property a couple months ago.  They are a local 
small developer in the City of Washington.  Buttersmith Holdings, LLC has 
completed several rental residential projects throughout the city.  They are looking 
to build two, (2)-story Duplexes on each lot based off of the Special Use Permit 
Requirement.  Buttersmith Holdings are trying to keep the look of a single-family 
homes.  The duplexes will meet the same requirements as in the current zoning for 
a single-family dwelling.  They want to provide nice affordable rentals within the 
City of Washington and the surrounding Beaufort County Area. 

o Chairman Steve Fuchs, what is the total width in the front?  Mr. Smith, I do not 
know, it should be in the agenda packet, a plot plan was turned in with the 
application.  Chairman Fuchs, you are combining three (3) small lots into two (2) 
lots and building duplexes on both lots.  What are the dimension of the duplexes?  
Mr. Smith, there was a plot plan turned in with the application to be presented, the 
duplexes would be 42’-0” wide by 40’-0” deep.  Chairman Fuchs, assuming that 
this is a 2-Story Duplex, each side will have a top and bottom floor for each 
resident.  Mr. Smith, yes. Chairman Fuchs, both will be identical.  Mr. Smith, yes.  
Chairman Fuchs, will the duplexes face each other or will they face the road?  Mr. 
Smith, they will face the road.  Chairman Fuchs, are you able to meet all of the 
setbacks requirements.  Mr. Smith, yes, we have had the property surveyed by 
Sorell Land Surveying to make sure that we meet all setbacks as a single family 
dwelling.  Chairman Fuchs, have you talked to the neighbors or had any 
discussions concerning this project?  Mr. Smith, no, have not had time and concern 
with contact due to COVID.  Chairman Fuchs, if approved tonight, when will you 
start.  Mr. Smith, as soon as possible. 

o Chairman Fuchs, asked the Board members for any questions. 

o Tim Cashion, how will the driveways be placed on the lots.  Mr. Smith, there will be 
parking on each side and in the rear of the property, using either concrete or 
pavers. 

o Chairman, Fuchs, is there off street parking?  Mr. Smith, there is off-street parking. 

o Staff, stated there are 3 parcels with a total of 125-feet of road frontage.  One of 
the conditions in the Finding of Facts is that each lot must be equal size with 62.5-
feet of road frontage.  This will be discussed later during the Findings of Facts. 

o Tim Cashion, concern about the four (4) driveways.  Mr. Smith, they are shown on 
the proposed plot plan, the driveways are to resemble the same driveways that are 
on Second Street, within the Historic District.  Chairman Fuchs, you also have off 
street parking, so the parking will not be a cluster of parking. 

o Chairman Fuchs, asked the Board for any additional comments or questions.  
There were no additional comments or question.  Chairman Fuchs, asked the 
public if anyone would like to speak in favor to the request.  No one came forward.  
Chairman Fuchs, asked if anyone from the public would like to speak in opposition 
of this request? 

COMMENTS AND QUESTIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 

a) Mr. Christopher Rivenbark 

1042 N. Repess Street 

Mr. Rivenbark was sworn in. 

Mr. Rivenbark gave testimony to the fact that he was against the request and 
expressed that there was not enough notice given to the public.  Chairman 
Fuchs, informed Mr. Rivenbark that if the request passed he had the right to 
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carry the request to Superior Court.  Staff agreed.  Mr. Rivenbark, was very 
clear that he was against the request. 

b) John and JoAnn House 

1035 N. Repess Street 

John and JoAnn House were sworn in 

Mr. and Mrs. House gave testimony that they were against the request and 
they had just received their letter regarding the request.  Mr. and Mrs. House 
continued to state, they did not have enough time to prepare factual evidence 
to present against the request. 

c) Mr. Michael Tahaney 

111 W 11th Street 

Mr. Tahaney was sworn in. 

Mr. Tahaney, stated that he was against the request. He was concern that this 
would bring down the character of the neighborhood. 

Mr. Tahaney had technical problems and if he is able to reconnect the Board 
would come back to him to complete his testimony. 

d) Scott Sachs 

117 W 11th Street 

Mr. Sachs was sworn in. 

Mr. Sachs stated that he was against the request and was concern with the 
amount of traffic that would be added. 

e) Mr. Polk Culpepper 

1301 Summit Street 

Mr. Culpepper was sworn in. 

Mr. Culpepper stated that he was against the request.  His major concern was 
with procedural issues and who would be getting the final approval of the 
duplexes if this was passed. 

f) Ms. Lauren Brinson 

1106 N Respess Street 

Ms. Brinson was sworn in. 

Ms. Brinson stated she was against the request.  She gave evidence that 
studies had been completed concerning duplexes, being built in existing 
residential communities. The study stated that property values declined.  This 
study was not completed in the City Washington, but in larger Cities.  Ms. 
Brinson asked who would have the final recommendation of this request.  She 
was informed by Staff, the City’s Technical Review Committee would review all 
plans, make comments and all comments would be addressed before a 
building permit would be issued. 

g) Ms. Elizabeth Barnhardt 

110 W 13th Street 

Ms. Barnhardt was sworn in. 

Ms. Banrhardt was against the request.  She referred to the City of Washington 
Comprehensive Plan and listed the conflicts this request had with said plan.  
Ms. Barnhardt, stated the requirements for Zone R9-S and agreed that the 
Special Use Permit should not be approved. 

h) Mr. Rivenbark asked to speak again. 

Mr. Rivenbark stated the entrance onto Respess St. is very congested and he 
is still opposed to the request. 
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i) Mrs. JoAnn House asked to speak again. 

Ms. House agreed with Ms. Barnhardt and stated that after a rain storm the lot 
in question would be under water. 

j) Mr. Michael Tahaney 

Continued with his testimony.  Mr. Tahaney is concern with property values and 
how this will affect the community. 

k) Mr. Scott Sachs, asked to speak again 

Mr. Sachs, believes 10-day notice is not enough time to give notice by mail.  
He was also concern with the drainage in the area. 

o Chairman, Steve Fuchs, asked if there were any addition comments from the 
public.  There were no comments.  Chairman Fuchs, asked for any comments or 
questions from the Board.  There were no comments.  Chairman Fuchs closed the 
Public Hearing.  Chairman Fuchs, asked Staff to read the Finding of Facts   

o Staff, read the Special Use Permit – Staff Report & Findings of Fact located in the 
Agenda Packet. 

o Chairman, Steve Fuchs, Staff, do you have any additional comments.  Staff, not at 
this time.  Chairman Fuchs, asked if the Board had any questions for Staff.  Mr. 
Wali Saleem, how much information is placed on the sign?  Staff, the signs are 
premade and have the following information located on the sign. 

(a) City of Washington 
(b)  Special Use Request or Zoning Request 
(c) phone number to the Planning Department. 

o Mr. Saleem, when was last time a Special Use Permit issued.  Staff, 3 or 4 months 
issued on the West side of the City.  Mr. Saleem, when was the last time was a 
Special Use Permit issued in the area.  Staff, it was about 1.5 -  2 years ago on 
15th Street (yellow house) but was denied.  Chairman, Fuchs, stated that it was 
approved.  Staff, I need to look into that application. 

o Chairman, Fuchs asked for any additional questions.  There were no questions.  
Chairman Fuchs asked for a motion.  Tim Cashion had an additional question. 

o Tim Cashion, if the application was approved tonight, the plans would be reviewed 
by another committee before final approval?  Staff, that is correct, that is called our 
Technical Review Committee. 

 Tim Cashion, made the following motion: Based upon the findings of fact that 
this request meets the General Criteria for the issuance of a Special Use 
Permit as found in Section 40-115 of the City of Washington Zoning Ordinance, 
I move that the Board grant the request for a Special Use Permit to construct 
two residential duplexes at 1000 N. Respess Street based on the 

aforementioned findings of fact and to require a recombination survey plat 

creating two lots of equal size and equal frontage along N. Respess Street.  
The Finding of Facts A through L.   

o Chairman Fuchs, a motion has been made to approve the Special Use Permit, 
asked if there was a Second.  Being no Second the motion dies.  Chairman Fuchs, 
asked for a motion to deny the request. 

 Stanley Friedman, Based upon the findings of fact that this request does not 
meet the General Criteria for the issuance of a Special Use Permit as found in 
Section 40-115 of the City of Washington Zoning Ordinance, I move that the 
Board deny the request for a Special Use Permit to construct two residential 
duplexes at 1000 N. Respess Street based on the aforementioned findings of 
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fact and to require a recombination survey plat creating two lots of equal size 

and equal frontage along N. Respess Street. The Finding of Facts A through L.   
seconded the motion.  There was not a second and motion died. 

o Chairman Fuchs, a motion has been made to deny the Special Use Permit, asked 
if there was a Second.  Being no Second the motion dies.   

o Chairman Fuchs, reminded the Board they will have to vote. 

o Chairman Fuchs, asked for the roll to be called.  Staff called the roll to assure that 
members were connected to the meeting.  There were 4 members present and 3 
not present.  See the following Roll Call 

P A COMMISSION MEMBER ABSENT 

X  Steve Fuchs - Chairman  

X  Tim Cashion – Vice-Charmin  

X  Stanley Freidman  

 X Richard McDonald ABSENT 
ABSENT 
 

 X Jeffery B. White ABSENT 
ABSENT  X Mitchell St. Clair (Alternate) ABSENT 

X  Wali Saleem  

P = PRESENT     A = ABSENT 

o Chairman Fuchs, asked Staff, what is the procedure in this situation?  Staff, Mr. 
McDonald’s mike is muted and may not be aware of his mike being muted.  
Chairman Fuchs, is Mr. White still in the meeting, his mike is not muted.   

o Chairman Fuchs, we have an alternate.   

o Chairman Fuchs, Mr. Smith would need a simple majority for the request to pass or 
Mr. Smith could postpone the request until the next meeting, with five (5) members 
present and get a simple majority with five (5) instead of four (4).  Chairman Fuchs 
called the roll again.  The roll was taken with five (5) members present and two (2) 
absent. 

P A COMMISSION MEMBER ABSENT 

X  Steve Fuchs - Chairman  

X  Tim Cashion – Vice-Charmin  

X  Stanley Freidman  

 X Richard McDonald ABSENT 
ABSENT 
 

X  Jeffery B. White  

 X Mitchell St. Clair (Alternate) ABSENT 

X  Wali Saleem  

P = PRESENT     A = ABSENT 

o Chairman Fuchs, asked Mr. Smith if wanted to continue with the five (5) members.  
Mr. Smith agreed to continue. 

o Chairman Fuchs, asked for a motion. 

 Tim Cashion, made the following motion: Based upon the findings of fact that 
this request meets the General Criteria for the issuance of a Special Use 
Permit as found in Section 40-115 of the City of Washington Zoning Ordinance, 
I move that the Board grant the request for a Special Use Permit to construct 
two residential duplexes at 1000 N. Respess Street based on the 
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aforementioned findings of fact and to require a recombination survey plat 

creating two lots of equal size and equal frontage along N. Respess Street.  
The Finding of Facts A through L.  

o Chairman Fuchs, a motion has been made to approve the Special Use Permit, 
asked if there was a Second.  Being no Second the motion dies.  Chairman Fuchs, 
asked for a motion to deny the request. 

 Stanley Friedman, Based upon the findings of fact that this request does not 
meet the General Criteria for the issuance of a Special Use Permit as found in 
Section 40-115 of the City of Washington Zoning Ordinance, I move that the 
Board deny the request for a Special Use Permit to construct two residential 
duplexes at 1000 N. Respess Street based on the aforementioned findings of 
fact and to require a recombination survey plat creating two lots of equal size 

and equal frontage along N. Respess Street. The Finding of Facts A through L.   
seconded the motion.  Wali Saleem seconded the motion.  All voted 1 in favor 
and 4 opposed.  The motion did not pass.  See Record of Vote below. 

 Record of vote: 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

 X Steve Fuchs - Chairman  

 X Tim Cashion – Vice-Charmin  

 X Stanley Freidman Made the Motion 

  Richard McDonald  

 X Jeffery B. White  

  Mitchell St. Clair (Alternate)  

X  Wali Saleem 2nd the Motion 

o Chairman Fuchs, asked Stanley Friedman if he meant to vote against his (Stanley 
Friedman) motion.  Mr. Friedman stated that he did not mean for vote against his 
motion. 

o Chairman Fuchs, asked Mr. White if he heard the initial motion to approved the 
request.  Mr. White, stated that he did. Chairman Fuchs, you voted on the motion 
to approve.  Mr. White, stated that is did not think that he heard the motion 
correctly. 

o Chairman Fuchs, asked Mr. Cashion to make his motion again. 

 Tim Cashion, made the following motion: Based upon the findings of fact that 
this request meets the General Criteria for the issuance of a Special Use 
Permit as found in Section 40-115 of the City of Washington Zoning Ordinance, 
I move that the Board grant the request for a Special Use Permit to construct 
two residential duplexes at 1000 N. Respess Street based on the 
aforementioned findings of fact and to require a recombination survey plat 

creating two lots of equal size and equal frontage along N. Respess Street.  
The Finding of Facts A through L.   There was no second to the motion and the 
motion died. 

o Chairman Fuchs, a motion has been made to grant the Special Use Permit, asked 
if there was a Second.  Being no Second the motion dies.   

o Chairman Fuchs, asked Mr. White why he was not voting on any of the motions.  
Mr. White wanted to vote no on all issues.  Chairman Fuchs, asked staff how the 
Board is to proceed.  Staff, asked if Mr. White is abstaining?  Mr. Chairman Fuchs, 
Mr. White is not voting.  Staff, does not know how to proceed.  Chairman Fuchs, 
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asked Mr. Dail how to proceed.  Mr. Dail, clarification is needed on how Mr. White 
is wanting to vote, then he needs to vote accordingly.  Chairman Fuchs, Mr. White 
stated that he voted no to go against the request.  Mr. Dail, explained if he wanted 
to approved the request or deny the request.  Mr. White, is was against the motion.  
Mr. Dail, stated that he should have voted yes to deny the motion.  Mr. White did 
not understand and the floor was open for a motion to deny the request. 

o Chairman Fuchs, asked for a motion to deny the Special Use Permit request. 

 Stanley Friedman, Based upon the findings of fact that this request does not 
meet the General Criteria for the issuance of a Special Use Permit as found in 
Section 40-115 of the City of Washington Zoning Ordinance, I move that the 
Board deny the request for a Special Use Permit to construct two residential 
duplexes at 1000 N. Respess Street based on the aforementioned findings of 
fact and to require a recombination survey plat creating two lots of equal size 

and equal frontage along N. Respess Street. The Finding of Facts A through L.   
seconded the motion.  Wali Sleem seconded the motion.  All voted 3 in favor 
and 2 opposed.  The motion passed.  The request for the Special User Permit 
has been denied.  See Record of Vote below. 

 Record of vote: 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

 X Steve Fuchs - Chairman  

 X Tim Cashion – Vice-Charmin  

X  Stanley Freidman Made the Motion 

  Richard McDonald  

X  Jeffery B. White  

  Mitchell St. Clair (Alternate)  

X  Wali Saleem 2nd the Motion 

2. A Variance request has been made by the City of Washington Parks & Recreation 
Department from nonconforming situation and the building setback requirements at 
1656 Springs Road.   Parcel Number: 5686-29-3660. 

o Mie Dail, Director of Community and Cultural Services Director for the City of 
Washington, was sworn in. 

o Mr. Dail, currently there is an existing maintenance shop on Springs Road which is 
part of the McConell Sports Complex.  City Council gave funding to expand the 
existing shop.  The addition would be 37’-0” x 35’-0”.  The existing building is 
roughly a 40’-0” x 40’-0” and is currently within the airport zoing setback.  For the 
City to add on to the existing building, the building would encroach on the setback 
on Springs Road. 

o Chairman Fuchs, what is the normal setback?  Mr. Dail, 150’-0” in the airport 
zoning district.  Chairman Fuchs, you will be encroaching 88-feet or will be 
encroaching with 12’ left.  Mr. Dail, with 12-feet left, the current building was built 
within the setback.  Chairman Fuchs, is there anything to the right or left of the 
property.  Mr. Dail, wooded parcel to left and a parking lot on the McConnell 
Complex side.  Chairman Fuchs, does the City own the wood parcels and the 
grass parcel facing the building.  Mr. Dail, yes. 

o Chairman Fuchs, asked for questions from the Board. 

o Tim Cashion, will the new building have garage doors facing Springs Road or a 
driveway.  Mr. Dail, there are no plans to install a driveway on Springs Road, the 
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garage doors will be facing the East.  Chairman Fuchs, garage doors will be facing 
the existing building.  Mr. Dail, yes.  Mr. Cashion, is there another option to place 
the new building on the end of the existing building.  Mr. Dail, the way the buildings 
are design that would not be an option.  The other option would be to build a new 
building directly across from the existing building.  Chairman Fuchs, why would 
that not be an option?  Mr. Dail, we could but it would not be functional. 

o Chairman Fuchs, asked for any additional questions. 

o Mr. White, the addition would be on Springs Road.  Chairman Fuchs, yes. 

o Chairman, Steve Fuchs, asked if there were any addition comments from the 
board.  There were no comments.  Chairman Fuchs, asked for any comments or 
questions from the public.  There were no comments.  Chairman Fuchs closed the 
Public Hearing.  Chairman Fuchs, asked Staff to read the Finding of Facts   

o Staff, read the Variance Request – Staff Report & Findings of Fact located in the 
Agenda Packet. 

o Chairman Fuchs, asked Staff if they had any additional comments.  Staff, not at 
this time.  Chairman Fuchs, asked to Board if they had any additional question for 
Staff.  There were no comments or questions.  Chairman Fuchs asked for a 
motion. 

 Jeffery White, made the following motion: Based upon the finding of facts that 
this request meets the NCGS Criteria for issuance of a Variance, I move that 
the Board grant the request for a Variance to decrease the front setback from 
150 feet to 12 feet from the Springs Road right-of-way based on the 
aforementioned findings of fact.    Tim Cashion seconded the motion.  All voted 
5 in favor and 0 opposed.  The motion passed.  See Record of Vote below. 

 Record of vote: 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

X  Steve Fuchs – Chairman  

X  Tim Cashion – Vice-Charmin 2nd the Motion 

X  Stanley Freidman  

  Richard McDonald  

X  Jeffery B. White Made the Motion 

  Mitchell St. Clair (Alternate)  

X  Wali Saleem  

 

VI. Other Business 

1. Meeting Date change – The November 11, 2021 meeting date conflicts with Veterans 
Day Holiday.  Request the Board to select a new November 2021 meeting date for its 
schedule  

o Chairman Fuchs, suggested that the meeting be moved to Wednesday, November 
10, 2021. 

o Chairman Fuchs, asked for any comments from the Board.  There were not 
comments or questions. 

o Chairman Fuchs, asked for a motion to approved to change the November 11, 
2021 Board of Adjustment meeting to Wednesday, November 10, 2021. 
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 Tim Cashion made the motion to change the November 11, 2021 Board of 
Adjustment meeting to Wednesday, November 10, 2021.  Stanley Freidman, 
seconded the motion.  All voted, 5 in favor and 0 opposed.  The November 
meeting was approved. Record of vote below. 

 Record of vote: 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

X  Steve Fuchs - Chairman  

X  Tim Cashion – Vice-Charmin Made the Motion 

X  Stanley Freidman 2nd the Motion 

  Richard McDonald  

X  Jeffery B. White  

  Mitchell St. Clair (Alternate)  

X  Wali Saleem  
 

VII. Approval of Minutes – December 14, 2020 

1. Approval of minutes. 

o Chairman Fuchs, asked for a motion to approved the December 14, 2020 Board of 
Adjustment minutes. 

 Jeffery White made a motion to approve the December 14, 2020 minutes.  
Stanley Freidman, seconded the motion.  All voted, 4 in favor and 0 opposed.  
The minutes were approved as corrected.  Record of vote below. 

 Record of vote: 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

X  Steve Fuchs - Chairman  

X  Tim Cashion – Vice-Charmin  

X  Stanley Freidman 2nd the Motion 

  Richard McDonald  

X  Jeffery B. White Made the Motion 

  Mitchell St. Clair (Alternate)  

**  Wali Saleem  
 

** Mr. Wali Saleem abstained from the vote due to he did not attend the December 14, 2020 
meeting. 

VIII. Adjourn. 

1. Chairman, Steve Fuchs, asked if there was any additional business that needed to be 
brought before the Board of Adjustment?  There was no comment. 

 Wali Saleem made a motion to adjourn.  Tim Cashion second the motion.  All 
voted 5 in favor and 0 opposed.  The meeting was adjourned.  Record of vote 
below. 
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 Record of vote: 

YES NO COMMISSION MEMBER MOTION 

X  Steve Fuchs - Chairman  

X  Tim Cashion – Vice-Charmin 2nd the Motion 

X  Stanley Freidman  

  Richard McDonald  

X  Jeffery B. White  

  Mitchell St. Clair (Alternate)  

X  Wali Saleem Made the Motion 

 


